Wednesday, February 25%, 2026

8:30am -4:30 pm

Session 1: Gift Planning in an Age of Rupture

Description: Malcolm Burrows will share his annual reflection on the year ahead in Gift Planning by
focusing the shifting global moment and what it means for donors, philanthropy, and charities. He will
provide predictions for the charitable sector in 2026, opportunities for program growth and
collaboration, regulatory changes and lessons from our elders.

SPEAKER: Malcolm Burrows, Executive Director (Aqueduct Foundation)

Malcolm is a philanthropic advisor and gift planner with 32 years of experience. He is Head,
Philanthropic Advisory Services at Scotia Wealth Management. He founded and leads Aqueduct
Foundation, a public foundation with donor advised funds. Aqueduct Foundation is the 13 largest
foundation in Canada by assets and has granted $750 million to registered charities since inception in
2006. He also leads Scotia Wealth Management’s 100-year-old private foundation services practice. He
worked for three major Toronto charities from 1990 to 2004.

Malcolm is an active educator, writer, and volunteer in the charitable sector. Through the Canadian
Association of Gift Planners, he has contributed to the development of new charitable tax incentives,
including the elimination of capital gains on gifts of public securities and the “estate donation” rules.
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Session 2: Coming Soon

Description: Coming Soon



SPEAKER: Andrew Valentine, Partner (Miller Thomson)

Andrew Valentine is the National Leader of Miller Thomson’s Social Impact Group. Andrew has deep
knowledge of charity and non-profit law and acts as a trusted advisor to charities and non-profit
organizations on a full range of legal matters, including ongoing tax and regulatory compliance,
corporate governance, integrations and restructurings, gift planning, incorporation and charitable
registration, and CRA audits. Andrew is skillful at working with organizations that operate internationally
and in structuring effective relationships between Canadian organizations and their partners worldwide.
Andrew also advises regularly on social enterprise and social finance, and in assisting clients to develop
unique structures to increase revenue and pursue their missions effectively. Andrew’s clients include
international relief and development charities, educational and health institutions, community
foundations, private foundations, trade and industry associations, and private recreational and social
clubs. Andrew is a regular writer and speaker in the field of charity and non-profit law. He has written
extensively on charity and non-profit topics and is regularly invited to speak at legal and industry
conferences. Andrew is invited to participate in policy discussions on charity and non-profit issues and
his thought leadership has contributed to policy developments in the sector
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Session 3: Good Grief: How Grief Impacts Philanthropy

Description: Everyone experiences grief at some point in their life. But how does grief impact
fundraising? Join me as we discuss grief impacts our organizations, fundraising practices and to build
more inclusive policies around grief. “Good Grief...” is a workshop style, interactive presentation with
open discussions and led conversations. “Good Grief...” looks at how, even though common in
fundraising, leadership are not prepared for the impact grief has on their organization (staff, donors and
volunteers). From In Memorial fund to Bequests to the death of donors/staff/volunteers, this session
helps leaders in the Foundation community to create inclusive practices, policies and procedures for
safer communities and organizational belonging.

SPEAKER: Jaya Mootoo, Equity Seeker (Jaya Mootoo Consulting) & Director, Fundholder and Community
Engagement (Oakville Community Foundation)

Jaya Mootoo is a detail-oriented, driven professional consultant and speaker, poised with an
entrepreneurial flare for seeing potential, identifying opportunities, and reaping results. Jaya is
dedicated to equity and inclusion in fundraising, the non-profit sector, and in society. Combining her
education, professional and lived experience, Jaya provides presentations and training aimed at creating
safer work environments and communities.

Currently, Jaya educates and consults on Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, Justice, Grief and Fundraising
through her consulting business: Jaya Mootoo Consulting.

Jaya created a successful, globally recognized fund-raiser: “CRAM-A-CRUISER FOOD DRIVE AND
FUNDRAISER”, now implemented by numerous Police services across Canada and the US, raising millions
of dollars and supplies for various organizations.
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Session 4: Legacy in Action: Building Connections That Inspire Commitment

Description: Legacy giving isn’t just about gifts —it’s about conversations that create lasting impact. This
session explores how authentic connection can transform your legacy strategy and deepen donor
relationships.

UNHCR Canada — with bold national goals and innovative approaches. Kudzai will share how they inspire
donors through digital and direct engagement and drive blended, high-value gifts.

Good Shepherd — a regional leader using personalised outreach to strengthen community ties. Cathy will
share how she delivered real connection in the organisation’s first legacy marketing campaign.

WEe’'ll also share Blakely’s latest research on donor attitudes across generations and actionable tactics to
engage emerging legacy donors. Join us for this dynamic session and elevate your strategy in 2026.

SPEAKERS:

Kimberley Blease, EVP, Strategic Growth & Innovation (Blakely)

Kimberley is a dynamic leader with nearly 40 years’ experience across corporate and not-for-profit
sectors. Kimberley drives innovation—creating new products, leading transformative workshops, and
shaping Blakely’s thought leadership platform. A seasoned fundraiser and marketer, she specializes in
building high-value donor relationships and delivering authentic engagement. Beyond her role, she is a
leadership coach, skilled moderator, and sought-after speaker, recognized for her engaging style and
expertise in high-value giving, legacy planning, and emerging philanthropic trends.

Kudzai Riva, Director, Planned Giving (UNHCR Canada)

Kudzai is a senior fundraising and marketing executive with over 16 years of progressive leadership
experience in strategic fundraising, donor engagement, and organizational effectiveness. She currently
serves as the Director of Planned Giving at the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)
in Canada, where she leads a national program focused on securing legacy commitments to advance
humanitarian efforts worldwide.

Kudzai’s leadership experience includes optimizing systems and change management. Her expertise
includes multi-channel fundraising campaigns, donor engagement, and major gift solicitations, with a
strong focus on planned giving strategies.

She holds a Bachelor of Arts in Business Administration and International Development from Trent
University and a MBA from the Smith School of Business at Queen’s University. A passionate advocate
for philanthropy and inclusive leadership, Kudzai is deeply committed to creating meaningful donor
experiences that foster lasting impact and social change.

Cathy Wellwood Chief Development Officer (Good Shepherd)

Cathy joined Good Shepherd in 2005 as the Chief Development Officer, Hamilton's largest social service
agency, and her commitment to the needs of the community has been enormous. In her leadership role,
Cathy generates nearly one-third of the organization's operating revenues through major gift programs,



planned giving, direct mail and special events. Year after year she meets the demands of the various
programs and her passion for improving the health and welfare of all those in need is incredible. She led
a $10-million capital campaign that culminated in the construction of Good Shepherd Square. A dynamic
part of the revitalization of downtown Hamilton, which features affordable housing and is home to
Good Shepherd Women’s Services programs, Finance Office, Housing Office, Development Office,
Administration and Executive Offices. While at Hamilton Health Sciences and St. Joseph's Healthcare in
Hamilton, Cathy significantly increased donations and the success of major fundraising initiatives,
including a Children's Hospital Telethon, lottery and planned giving program.

Cathy volunteers extensively in the community, with organizations that include the Salvation Army's
Grace Haven home for teenage mothers, Theatre Aquarius, the Council of Catholic Service
Organizations, the Hamilton / Burlington SPCA, the Hamilton and District Chamber of Commerce, the
Ancaster Figure Skating Club and her local church. Cathy graduated from Mohawk's Executive
Leadership Program - Management in the Non-Profit Sector Continuing Education program. She
received the Mohawk College Alumni of Distinction Award for Business and the Paul Harris Fellowship
from the Rotary Club.
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Session 5: Insuring Impact: Unlocking the Power of Life Insurance in Gift Planning

Description: Life insurance is a well-established yet often underutilized tool in charitable gift planning.
This session will provide an overview as to how life insurance can support philanthropic goals and where
it may arise in gift planning conversations, with some discussion of nuances specific to the SickKids life
insurance program. The focus will be on building awareness and helping attendees better understand
where life insurance fits within the broader planned giving landscape and how to engage thoughtfully
with donors and their advisors while balancing donor intent and organizational considerations.

SPEAKERS:
Jessica John, Director, Leadership & Legacy Giving (SickKids Foundation)

Jessica John is the Director, Leadership & Legacy Giving at SickKids Foundation, where she leads the
legacy giving portfolio and the mid-level giving program. In her role, Jessica oversees strategies that
inspire donors to make meaningful long-term commitments while deepening engagement with
supporters as they grow in their philanthropic journey. With a focus on relationship-driven fundraising,
Jessica is dedicated to building sustainable programs that create lasting impact for children and families.
She works collaboratively across the Foundation to align donor interests with SickKids’ priorities in
paediatric care, research, and innovation. Outside of work, Jessica is kept busy by her three young
children—and, because life clearly wasn’t chaotic enough, she recently added a puppy to the mix.

William Yu, Associate Director, Leadership & Legacy Giving (SickKids Foundation)

William Yu is an Associate Director at SickKids Foundation, specializing in planned giving. An accredited
Financial Planner, he integrates expertise in estate, tax, and insurance planning with data-informed
fundraising strategies to drive meaningful, long-term philanthropy. William focuses on facilitating the



charitable intentions of supporters, in collaboration with their trusted advisors, to help achieve both
philanthropic and financial goals. He brings extensive experience cultivating external partnerships and
engaging professional advisory networks to advance philanthropic impact and deliver sustainable giving
outcomes. When he’s not in the office, William can often be found exploring the outdoors with his
family.

Genevieve Heijmans, Associate, Leadership & Legacy Giving (SickKids Foundation)

Genevieve Heijmans is an Associate of Leadership and Legacy Giving at SickKids Foundation. She builds
meaningful relationships with donors engaged in legacy and planned giving, supporting the alignment of
philanthropic goals with long term impact. Genevieve manages the life insurance portfolio and
contributes to strategy related to insurance-based gifts. She also manages the SickKids Professional
Advisor Council and Network, strengthening partnerships that support effective charitable planning. Her
approach emphasizes collaboration, stewardship, trust, and donor centered relationships grounded in
thoughtful engagement. Outside of work, Genevieve volunteers with pediatric patients and enjoys
cooking, travel, and yoga.



